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ESPOUSED 
 
Ma$hew 1:18 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Ellico$'s Commentary for English Readers 
Ma$hew 1:18 
Was espoused to Joseph.—Betrothal, among the Jews, was a formal ceremony, the usual symbolic 
act being, from patriarchal Bmes, the giC of a ring and other jewels (Genesis 24:53). The interval 
between betrothal and marriage was of uncertain length, but among the Jews of our Lord’s Bme 
was commonly for a whole year in the case of maidens. During that Bme the bride-elect remained 
in her own home, and did not see the bridegroom Bll he came to fetch her to his own house. All 
communicaBons in the meanBme were conducted through “the friend of the bridegroom” (John 
3:29). 
 
Benson Commentary 
Ma$hew 1:18 
When his mother was espoused to Joseph — According to the custom of the Jews, who did not 
usually marry without previous espousals. This was nothing but a solemn promise of marriage, 
made by the parBes to each other, before witnesses, to be accomplished at such a distance of 
Bme as they agreed upon, which, it seems, was someBmes longer and someBmes shorter, 
according as the age of the persons, or other circumstances, might demand or advise. It was a 
custom, if not ordained, at least approved of by God, as appears from Deuteronomy 20:7, and 
had many advantages aXending it. The parBes had hereby Bme to think seriously of the great 
change they were soon to make in their lives, and to seek unto God for his blessing upon them. 
And they might converse together more freely about their household affairs, and the 
management of their family, than they could well have done consistently with modesty, without 
such a previous betrothing. God would have Mary to be espoused, for the safety and honour of 
Christ in his infancy, and the credit, and comfort of his mother. 
 
Barnes' Notes on the Bible 
Ma$hew 1:18 
Espoused - Betrothed, or engaged to be married. There was commonly an interval of ten or twevle 
months, among the Jews, between the contract of marriage and the celebraBon of the nupBals 
(see Genesis 24:55; Judges 14:8; Deuteronomy 20:7), 
 
NOAH WEBSTER’S 1812 DICTIONARY 
ESPOUSE, verb transiBve espouz'. [LaBn spondeo, sponsus, the leXer n, in the laXer, must be 
casual, or the modern languages have lost the leXer. The former is most probable; in which case, 
spondeo was primarily spodeo, sposus.] 
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1. To betroth. 
 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph. MaXhew 1:18. 
 
2. To betroth; to promise or engage in marriage, by contract in wriBng, or by some pledge; as, the 
king espoused his daughter to a foreign prince. Usually and properly followed by to, rather than 
with. 
 
3. To marry; to wed. 
 
4. To unite inBmately or indissolubly. 
 
I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 2 
Corinthians 11:2. 
 
 

CHILD OF THE HOLY GHOST 
 
Ma$hew 1:18 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 
 
hXps://loveistheliberator.com/Love_is_the_Liberator_33.php#arBcle_01 
Christmas merriment is but the Bnge of an eclipse, the relic of a tradiBon, for Christ was never 
born; the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one in essence and in office. The Father, the divine 
Principle of being, the Son, the spiritual idea of this Principle, and the Holy Ghost, is ChrisQan 
Science, the Comforter, leading into all Truth. These three are the triune God, ever-present, 
infinite, All. This is the monotheism of ChrisBan Science. Let us adhere to it, abide by it, and let it 
abide in us in the spirit of eternal Truth. Then shall it make us free indeed, unchained to sense, 
aXached to Soul and immortal. Mary Baker Eddy 
 
NOAH WEBSTER’S 1812 DICTIONARY 
GHOST, noun [See Ghastly.] 
 
1. Spirit; the soul of man. 
 
The Holy ghost is the third person in the adorable Trinity. 
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STAR IN THE EAST 
 
Ma$hew 2:2 
Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him. 
 
 
Numbers 24:17 
I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, 
and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the 
children of Sheth. 
 
Luke 2:9 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid. 
 
Benson Commentary 
Luke 2:9 
Luke 2:9-12. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them — Επεστη αυτοις, stood over them, 
that is, appeared in a visible form, standing in the air over their heads; and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them — Not only a great light, but such a glorious splendour as used to 
represent the presence of God, 
 
 

FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 
 
Ma$hew 2:13 
And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there 
unBl I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 
 
Genesis 46 
3. And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there 
make of thee a great naBon: 
4. I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall 
put his hand upon thine eyes. 
 
Barnes' Notes on the Bible 
The angel appeareth to Joseph in a dream - See MaXhew 1:20. 
Flee into Egypt - Egypt is situated to the southwest of Judea, and is distant from Bethlehem 
perhaps about 60 miles. It was at this Bme a Roman province. There were many Jews there, who 
had a temple and synagogues (see the notes at Isaiah 19:18), and Joseph, therefore, would be 
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among his own countrymen, and yet beyond the reach of Herod. The jurisdicBon of Herod 
extended only to the River Sihon, or "river of Egypt," and, of course, beyond that Joseph was safe 
from his designs. For a descripBon of Egypt, see the notes at Isaiah 19. It is remarkable that this 
is the only Bme in which our Saviour was out of PalesBne, and that this was in the land where the 
children of Israel had suffered so much and so long under the oppression of the EgypBan kings. 
The very land which was the land of bondage and groaning for the Jews, became now the land of 
refuge and safety for the new-born King of Judea. God can overturn naBons and kingdoms, so 
that those whom he loves shall be safe anywhere. 
 
 
 


